
Shark Theory 

Syd Field  - In order for your film to 
be successful today it has to be a 
shark. No really, it does! 

  

 

 

 

 

 



You can split a shark up into three 
parts (or more if you've got a stick of 
dynamite) - bite, body and tail. 

Bite - Nowadays to make your film 
survive you have to give it impact 
right from the beginning. Your film 
better scream out at people, grab 
them by the throat and force them to 
watch it. It has to do something so 
funny, so shocking or so engrossing 
right at the beginning or you've lost 
your audience because they've just 
switched channels. Get your 
audience's attention and get them on 
your side. Give it bite. 

If it's an action movie put an action 
scene right up front. Make your film 
start like most films end - like the 
intro sequences to James Bond movies 
or the start of Indiana Jones. 
Classically this would probably be 
called a prologue - a prelude to the 
rest of the film. 



Body - This is the main chunk of the 
film. Stuff happens, usually to one 
person who's fighting against it. Pretty 
much like an Act Two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tail - The film wraps up all the story 
threads and resolves the body of the 
film. Plot elements and characters 
come to the boil. Ultimately we see 
where things have been heading and 
as a result of their actions characters 
change and grow. The audience gets 
something out of it too - a tale is told 
(sorry about the bad pun) and we all 
learn something about ourselves. End 
of story - the fin, FIN y'see!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To be honest if you can make a great 
intro and a blinding ending (because 
that's what your audience is going to 
be talking about when they leave the 
cinema) and a couple of good scenes 
in the middle you're onto a winner. 
Hitchcock said that's all his films were 
- a great scene which the rest of the 
film hangs around. Funny how it's 
elements like Psycho's shower scene 
and the attack on the school in The 
Birds that are remembered best. 


